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than steadfast and single-minded.   It would
be too much to say that he failed as a polit-
ical writer, and fell back on his philological
and school-master studies;  yet it is very
likely that, in the various excursions which
he made into politics and general literature,
he discovered by successive trials that there
was one pursuit more than all which really
belonged to him, and the constancy with
which he followed it is in singular contrast
with the multitudinous experiments which
seemed to  occupy the period  of his life
between 1785 and 1802.